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Quick 
Question

• Is anyone having problems with the 
Wrong Group Movement tab in PCSE?

• Dropdown menu not showing?



A New 
Webinar?

• Is anyone interested in a webinar on 
ePACT2?



Introduction

• Reflective Learning

• Please share best practice in the chat box

• Special offer on remote PCSE Statement 
Training for December £199 + VAT



The Drug Tariff

• We used to call a 2 hour session a 
“whistle-stop tour of the Drug Tariff”!

• Is the Drug Tariff as relevant and essential 
as it once was with automatic endorsing 
etc on GP Medical Systems?

• How much time do you have [during 
dispensing] to make practical use of the 
Drug Tariff?



The Drug Tariff

• Determines the reimbursement price of 
most medicines available on an NHS 
Prescription

• Determines other payments to pharmacy

• Determines standards and quantities

• Is the cost control mechanism for Primary 
Care prescriptions

• Written primarily for pharmacy not all 
sections relate to Dispensing Doctors



The dm+d:
NHS 
Dictionary of 
Medicines & 
Devices

• Determines actual payment to a 
dispensing contractor [the NHS List Price]

• Of course – manufacturer’s list price is not 
necessarily the same as the Part VIIIA
price

• Drug Tariff must be understood/read in 
conjunction with the dm+d



The Drug Tariff 
Online

• Google Drug Tariff Online

• Look at the various sections!



The Drug Tariff 
Online



The Drug 
Tariff: Part IX
Medical 
Devices

• Generally speaking only medical devices 
which are listed in Part IX of the Drug 
Tariff can be prescribed, dispensed and 
reimbursed

• The greatest source of returned 
prescriptions and possibly the most 
confusing for a dispenser!



What’s the 
difference 
between 
a Medicine and a 
Medical 
Device/Appliance?

• Does the item you are dispensing have a 
CE mark?

• If YES then almost certainly ONLY allowed 
if listed in Drug Tariff [Part IX]



Drug Tariff Part 
IX [Medical 
Devices]

• Apologies for bringing along more 
potential headaches in this area!

• There will be changes to Part IX in 2026 
due to consultation

• New “clusters” comparing prices and 
products

• Could lead to even more confusion and 
returned prescriptions…



Drug Tariff Part 
IXA [Medical 
Devices]!!

• Multiple pack sizes, strengths, 
preservative free, reimbursement prices…



Drug Tariff Part 
VIIIA!!

• One medicine listed – why?



Drug Tariff Part 
IXA [Medical 
Devices]
What is the 
Solution?

• Contact those in charge to remove the 
confusion?

• NHSBSA?

• DDA/BMA?



Drug Tariff Part 
IXA [Medical 
Devices]
What is the 
Solution?

• Work out what works in your dispensary –
your systems and processes

• Part IXA devices should be prescribed by 
brand if possible

• Generic prescriptions for Part IXA devices 
more likely to be sent back or queried

• Is the item being dispensed have a CE 
Mark [much more likely to be a Medical 
Device if it does]?

• Sticky labels on shelves to indicate 
Medical Devices?

• Eye drops [Part IXA Devices] kept in a 
drawer separate from medicines?



Brand prescribing 
of devices [Part 

IX] ensures 
correct item 

dispensed and 
correct 

reimbursement

06/11/25

Main Body of 
Prescription

Prescribe by 
brand here to 
avoid 
prescription 
returns MUST 
dispense brand 
ordered!

This is where 
Endorsements are 
written

For NHS BSA Use Only



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; The 
Preface

• The Preface [what is happening now]

• Additions to Drug Tariff

• Deletions from Drug Tariff

• Category Changes



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; The 
Preface

• Additions this month



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; The 
Preface

• Deletions this month



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; The 
Preface

• Changes this month



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; 
Advance Notice

• Advance Notice[what is happening next 
month]

• Additions to Drug Tariff

• Deletions from Drug Tariff

• Category Changes



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; 
Advance Notice

• Additions next month



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; 
Advance Notice

• Deletions next month



The Drug Tariff 
– Primary 
Reading; 
Advance Notice

• Changes next month



The Drug 
Tariff: Part 
VIIIA 
Lifecycle 
[context]

Start Cat C as product is still under patent 
with no direct competitors

Middle move to Cat A as product loses 
patent and some 
manufacturers/wholesalers gain licenses

End move to Cat M as more competitors 
enter the market and the difference 
between Drug Tariff price and Market 
Price grows = more profitability = NHS 
policy to cap Community Pharmacy 
income



The Drug 
Tariff: Part 
VIIIA 
Medicines

• Category A reimbursement based on a 
basket of prices – price can change 
monthly

• Category M reimbursement based on 
agreed profit left in the supply chain for 
Community Pharmacy – price usually 
changes quarterly [occasional monthly change in 
exceptional circumstances]

• Category C reimbursement based upon a 
particular brand, wholesaler or distributor 
price



The Drug 
Tariff: Part 
VIIIA 
Medicines



The Drug Tariff 
Sections

• Part VIIID – Specials



The Drug Tariff 
Sections

• Part XV – Borderline Substances

• “In certain conditions some foods and 
toilet preparations have characteristics of 
drugs and the Advisory Committee on 
Borderline Substances advises as to the 
circumstances in which such substances 
may be regarded as drugs.”



The Drug Tariff 
Sections

• Part XVIIIA – The Blacklist

• Not to be ordered on an NHS Prescription 
[largely irrelevant due to GP Medical 
Systems]



Question 
Time:

• Any questions?
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